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^EDLTOOTIrMJOTES.* 



The Summer Schools of Hebrew. — The Chicago School of Hebrew opened 
July 1st, and continued until July 29th. There were in attendance about seventy 
students. Besides the Principal of the School, Professors S. Burnham, of Hamil- 
ton, N. Y. ; C. B. Brown, of Newton Centre, Mass. ; E. L. Curtis, of Chicago ; 
G. H. Schodde, of Columbus, O., and Messrs. Ira M. Price, F. J. Gurney, G. S. 
Goodspeed, and E. E. Pope, assisted in furnishing instruction. Classes in Arabic, 
Ethiopic, Syriac, Aramaic, and Old Testament Theology were formed. The 
usual amount of work was accomplished. The interest was, if possible, even 
greater than in former years. 

The Chautauqua School was organized July 22d. The number of students 
was twenty-five. This small number was due partly to the fact that the ministers 
in attendance at Chautauqua this summer were fewer than usual, but chiefly to 
the fact that the opening of the School was placed at too early a date. The 
Chautauqua School will, another year, be the third instead of the second, and will 
not begin before August 5th. The students were earnest and enthusiastic, they 
had come solely for the instruction in Hebrew, and the character of the work 
done was equal in every respect to that done at the other Schools. 

.The Worcester School was organized August 5th in the Worcester Academy. 
The Academy lies on a large hill overlooking the city, the view being unusually 
fine. The situation is admirable as a boarding school for boys, and equally well 
suited for Summer School work. Professor Abercrombie, the Principal of the 
Academy, contributes largely by his thoughtf ulness and genial manners to the 
comfort of the members of the Summer School. The attendance is not so large 
as at the Chicago School, nor was this expected, but it is not confined to students 
from New England. Pour Southern States are represented, Maryland, Virginia, 
Kentucky and Alabama. The enthusiasm runs high, and at the time of writing 
(August 19th) we have the prospect of a most successful month of work. The 
fruits of the inductive method are obvious already. This method vigorously 
applied for a full four weeks cannot fail to give a student a good beginning 
in the Hebrew language. The special classes in Aramaic and Assyrian 
are also doing honest work, and daily progress is visible. Of the lectures before 
the school, two have been delivered by Prof. E. C. Bissell, of Hartford, on Penta- 
teuchal Criticism, two by Prof. D. G. Lyon, of Cambridge, on Babylonian- Assyrian 
Culture ; three by Prof. B. Manly, of Louisville, on the Inspiration of the Scrip- 
tures, and two by Prof. O. S. Stearns, of Newton Centre — one on Prophecy and 
one on the Book of Zechariah. 



Resolutions. — In accordance with the special request of members of the 
Chicago Summer School of Hebrew, the following Resolutions, passed by them 
at the close of the term, are given here : 

1. Besolved, That we, the Students of the Hebrew School, held at Morgan 
Park, 111., July, 1884, desire to bear testimony to the excellence of the methods 
used by Dr. Harper and his associates, and to their great tact and enthusiasm in 
teaching the Hebrew language. We wish to express our thanks for the results 
they have accomplished in and for us, and we would commend most heartily to 
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our brethren in other institutions of learning, to all Ministers of the Gospel, and 
to Students who are preparing for that sacred calling, the privileges and opportuni- 
ties afforded in the Hebrew Summer Schools. 

2. Besolved, That we also commend to the thoughtful consideration of all 
lovers of sacred learning the rare opportunities afforded by the Hebrew Corre- 
spondence School, conducted by Dr. Harper and his associates, for the acquisition 
of an accurate and thorough knowledge of the Hebrew language. 

3. Besolved, That, in view of Dr. Harper's plan to organize a permanent 
undenominational Institute for the thorough study of the sacred tongues and 
others closely allied thereto, we commend to the prayerful consideration of all 
Christians this very praiseworthy enterprise, and we hereby pledge ourselves to do 
all -in our power to advance its interests. 



Expedition to Babylonia. — Miss C. L. Wolfe of New York has given renewed 
evidence of her public spirit in making a contribution sufficiently large to pay the 
expenses of a small archaeological party who are to explore the valley of the lower 
Tigris-Euphrates. The party will consist of Dr. W. H. Ward, editor of The In- 
dependent, Mr. J. T. Clarke, one of the chief actors in the American excavations 
at Assos, and two other gentlemen. It is hoped that one of the others may be Dr. 
J. S. Sterrett, who was Mr. Clarke's colleague at Assos. Mr. Clarke is now in 
London and Dr. Sterrett is in Asia Minor. The party will probably leave London 
early in October. Passing by Constantinople most likely, it is expected that they 
will take the overland route from Alexandretta to Mosul on the Tigris. Just op- 
posite Mosul lie the ruins of Nineveh. From this point they will proceed toward 
the south and make their headquarters at Bagdad, Bosra or some other point be- 
tween these two cities. They will thus be in easy reach of Babylon, Ur of the 
Chaldees, Erech, Sippar and the ruins of numerous other cities of the ancient Baby- 
lonian empire. They desire to reach their destination about the middle or close 
of November. They will then have the three most favorable months of the year 
for their work. Excavation will not be a part of this work. The object of the 
party will be rather to examine sites and report places where they think excava- 
tion might be profitably carried on. The priority of English and French excava- 
tors will be duly recognized. American excavations will be confined to new 
territory. And the territory is broad enough for several nations to work harmo- 
niously together. The Turkish government looks, it is true, with suspicion on all 
enterprises carried on within its domain by Western peoples, but we hope that we 
shall be permitted to excavate when we are ready to do so. 

The increasing interest felt in this country in Semitic study and archaeology, 
and particularly in Assyrian and Babylonian antiquities leads us to hope that the 
American expedition may be eminently successful, and may be the fore-runner of 
other expeditions such as shall enrich our American museums and enlarge our 
knowledge of some of the oldest records of our race. 



Minute Accuracy of the Old Testament. — The confirmation of Bible state- 
ments down to the minutest details by Egyptian papyri and Assyrian tablets 
is astonishing at the close of an age of rationalistic attacks on the sacred volume. 
To be sure Herodotus and Berosus have likewise risen in authority since these 
discoveries have been made, but where the Hebrew and the Greek traditions differ, 



